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The return ¢f -Labor Day, the; ,Mor_xdpy,ih September, set apart
by national legislation as a,pnbi c holiday, designated fdr the purpose of
calling attention to the dignify of labor Jand the progress. that labor has
made, should be a reminder of the fortunate position labor|holds in this -
great country of ours from that which it décupies under any other flag, and -
it should be a reminder also of the vast labor has made in our own
country during the past few decades. - We 'are only .a generation or so
| removed from the time when the wpr'mg' day began before sunrise and

ended after sunset; We are much:less than'a generation away from the
time when labor was régarded as-a.comitiodity, to be bought/in the lowest
market; exploited in the most hearfless'way“and cast asidé the moment it
was no longer needed. ~ We have come to the time when cooperation has
taken the place of exploitation, when ,émployers have Jledrned that the
the welfare of their employees,

prosperity of their business dep -upal
essential to anything approach-
B :

and when the doctrine that high wages
_ing general prosperity is all but univers |
But after all the one thing|that’gl
plane far above that of most other;m nt

ccepted. | -

the labox of America upon a ;,

ies is the’great fact that our
boy and girl complete free-

sacial organization affords to every A
dom of choice of occupation. In the U States there is no regimenta-
tion of labor. There is no dictatorship, i There is no barriér of caste jor
class to’be overcome. - There are no restraints upon’ the) workingmen or’
women save those created by the ballotj by individual inclination, or by
time honored custom. . America knows notRing of the system so firmly.
established in all the countries of the old fvorld which forefiooms the séni to
the trade of his father and puts the sefvant’s mark u?on; the servant’s
child generation after generation. ; 3 o |

i It is true that labor’s problems have not here in America been all
sélved. Certiinly the time should come and must come, in'a latid so zich -
-t zresources.and so fertile in device and invention, when| there shall'be no-
protracted periods of unemployment for the man able and willing to work.
The best minds in business and induw are now considering that problem
with a seriousness which has never been [given to it béfore. |In some quar-
ters already it seems fo have been solved. Several great'American|indus-
tries have found a way by careful planning so to coordinate their sales with-
their production as to keep their working force steadily employed through-
out the year. The lesson of these industries will gradually be learned| by
others. 1t is a tremendous problem, but ?t will be solved; 1
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